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HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD 

LACOMBE BAYOU BRIDGE 

(Bridge Recall No. 058930) 

 

HAER No. LA-36 

 

Location: Carries U.S. Route 190 (US 190) over Bayou Lacombe in the town of Lacombe, St. Tammany 

Parish, Louisiana. 

 

The Lacombe Bayou Bridge (Recall No. 058930) is located at latitude 30.313851 north, longitude -

89.935615 west.1  The coordinates represent the center of the bridge.  It was obtained in 2016 by plotting 

its location in Google Earth.  The location has no restriction on its release to the public. 

 

Present Owner: State of Louisiana. 

 

Present Use: Vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

 

Significance: This steel plate girder swing bridge is significant as an example of a movable bridge.  Its 

significance is demonstrated by the presence of distinctive engineering and design features of the steel 

plate girder swing type, characterized by the steel plate girder main span, the center-bearing turning 

mechanism, pivot pier, and operator’s house.  The bridge retains good integrity and clearly conveys the 

significant design features of the plate girder swing bridge type.  This bridge was determined eligible for 

listing in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) in 2013 under Criterion C: 

Design/Engineering at the state level of significance.2 

 

Historian: Sara Gredler, Cultural Resource Specialist; Mead & Hunt, Inc. (Mead & Hunt); 2017. 

 

Project Information: This documentation was prepared as mitigation to fulfill Stipulation IX.5 of the 

Programmatic Agreement Among the Federal Highway Administration, the Louisiana Department of 

Transportation and Development, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the Louisiana State 

Historic Preservation Officer Regarding Management of Historic Bridges in Louisiana, dated August 18, 

2015, and executed September 21, 2015.  The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development 

(LADOTD) retained Mead & Hunt, Inc. (Mead & Hunt) to prepare this document.  It was prepared by 

cultural resource specialist Sara Gredler of Mead & Hunt.  Dietrich Floeter completed the photography. 

  

                                                      
1 The bridge is also known as Structure No. 62520131210841. 

2 Mead & Hunt, Inc., National Register Eligibility Determination Report, Pre-1971 Louisiana Highway Bridges 

(prepared for the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, September 2013). 
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Part I.  Historical Information 

 

A.  Physical History: 

 

1.  Date(s) of construction: 1938. 

 

2.  Engineer: Louisiana Highway Commission (LHC). 

 

3.  Builder/Contractor/Supplier: T.L. James and Company, Inc., Ruston, Louisiana.3 

 

4.  Original plans and construction: Copies of the final tracings for the bridge are available in 

the General Files room at the LADOTD’s Baton Rouge headquarters.  Plans were prepared by 

the LHC.  The individual plan sheets are dated November 1935 and generally do not indicate who 

designed, checked, or detailed the sheets.4  The bridge design used LHC Standard Plan S-S-48-

15 for a “130’-0‘ Swing Span, 6-and-1/2’ Conf. Floor, Electrically Operated, 24’-0‘ Roadway, 2-3’-

0’ Sidewalks, 45’-0" Clear Channel” for the movable span.5  Design work for the bridge began in 

1935 and the bridge was completed in 1938.6  The standard plan was designed by Louis Duclos 

(designer and detailer) with Charles A. Myers in charge as the bridge design engineer. 

 

5.  Alterations and additions: The bridge no longer functions as a swing span.  LADOTD 

inspection data indicates that the swing span was not opened in 2012 or 2013 and the bridge is 

not currently included on the LADOTD’s list of ferries and movable bridges as of October 2016.7  

All the original lights and gates have been removed.  Guardrail has been added to the bridge 

approaches and terminates at each endpost. 

 

                                                      
3 The T.L. James and Company, Inc. is now the James Construction Group. 

4 Louisiana Highway Commission, “Plan and Profile of Proposed State Highway: Bayou Lacombe Bridge and 

Approaches, State Route No. 34, Covington-Slidell Pear River Hwy, St. Tammany Parish, Federal Aid Project No. 76 

C, D, and E Reopened, State Project 6111,” 1935, Final tracings, available on microfilm at the Louisiana Department 

of Transportation and Development, Baton Rouge, La. 

5 Louisiana Highway Commission, “Standard Plan S-S-48-15, 130’-0‘ Swing Span, 6-and-1/2’ Conf. Floor, 

Electrically Operated, 24’-0‘ Roadway, 2-3’-0’ Sidewalks, 45’-0" Clear Channel,” December 1935, available on 

microfilm at the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

6 Louisiana Highway Commission, Eighth Biennial Report of the Louisiana Highway Commission (Baton Rouge, 

La.: Louisiana Highway Commission, 1936), 178; Louisiana Highway Commission, Tenth Biennial Report of the 

Louisiana Highway Commission (Baton Rouge, La.: Louisiana Highway Commission, 1939), 68. 

7 “La DOTD: Ferry and Moveable Bridge Status,” Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, 

October 25, 2016, http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/operations/ferrystatus/fmbs_status.aspx?PID=B_STATUS; United 

States Coast Pilot 5: Gulf of Mexico, Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands 2016. 
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B.  Historical Context: 

 

Historical background 

The Lacombe Bayou Bridge carries US 190 across Lacombe Bayou in St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana.  

St. Tammany Parish borders Mississippi to the east, Lake Pontchartrain to the south, Tangipahoa Parish 

to the west, and Washington Parish to the north.  The nearest community is Lacombe, located one-half 

mile west of the bridge.  Beginning in Slidell, approximately 11.5 miles east of Lacombe, US 190 

continues west to the Sabine River, where it crosses the state line into Texas.  Bayou Lacombe is a 

navigable waterway at the bridge location.  It is a tidal stream that extends into Lake Pontchartrain 

downstream of the bridge.   

 

US 190 was the major east-west highway north of Lake Pontchartrain from the 1920s until the opening of 

Interstate Highway 12 (I-12) in the late 1960s.  The highway was part of the original U.S. numbered 

highway system put in place in 1926.  At that time, US 190 was an intrastate highway and gravel 

surfaced.  The portion of the highway near Lacombe was not surfaced in concrete until 1932.  Contracts 

completing the paving of US 190 were paid in 1934.  After construction of the interstate, US 190 

continued to serve as a major alternative route north of the lake.8 

 

While the US 190 highway improvements were being completed in the early 1930s, the LHC began 

planning for a new bridge over Bayou Lacombe.  The previous bridge was a swing bridge 192'-0" in 

overall length, with a 150'-0" steel swing span.  The roadway was 16'-0" wide.  The highway included a 

90-degree turn in Lacombe south of the bridge and a 90-degree curve north of bridge.9  The limited 

roadway width and the desire to eliminate the sharp turns required the realignment of the roadway and a 

change in the location of the bridge crossing.  The new crossing, incorporating two wider curves, was 

located approximately 500' downstream from the original crossing. 

 

The Bayou Lacombe Bridge was one of 58 bridges recommended for early construction in the LHC’s 

1930-1932 biennial report.  This list showed some of the more important bridge projects in the state, and 

named their construction as urgent.  A steel and concrete movable bridge was planned for the crossing.10  

However, design work on the bridge did not begin until 1935.  The project included construction of the 

bridge and its approaches.  By March 1936 the federal funds for the project had been allotted, using an 

estimated total of $61,000.11 

 

                                                      
8 Louisiana Highway Commission, Seventh Biennial Report of the Louisiana Highway Commission (Baton 

Rouge, La.: Louisiana Highway Commission, 1934), 194. 

9 Louisiana Highway Commission, “Plan and Profile of Proposed State Highway: Bayou Lacombe Bridge and 

Approaches, State Route No. 34, Covington-Slidell Pear River Hwy, St. Tammany Parish, Federal Aid Project No. 76 

C, D, and E Reopened, State Project 6111.” 

10 Louisiana Highway Commission, Sixth Biennial Report of the Louisiana Highway Commission (Baton Rouge, 

La.: Louisiana Highway Commission, 1932), 457. 

11 Louisiana Highway Commission, Eighth Biennial Report of the Louisiana Highway Commission, 178. 
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The U.S. War Department approved the general design for the bridge on September 30, 1935, a 

requirement due to its location on a navigable waterway.12  The plans for the swing span design date to 

November and December 1935, and War Department approval was granted in December 1936.13  By this 

time bids had already been made for the bridge’s construction.  The contract with T.L. James & 

Company, Inc. for $128,788 was signed on December 30, 1936.14  T.L. James & Company, Inc., 

established in 1926 and originally headquartered in Ruston, Louisiana, constructed smaller bridge 

crossings as well as larger projects such as the later Lake Pontchartrain Causeway bridges and the New 

Orleans Expressway.15  The company continues in business today as the James Construction Group. 

 

Construction of the bridge and its approaches, including almost a mile of roadway, took two years and 

cost $144,272.01.  Federal funds contributed nearly half (47 percent) of the final cost.  When completed 

in 1938, it was one of 19 bridges put in service that year.16 

 

Engineering background 

Swing span bridges were a popular movable bridge type nationally from the 1890s through the 1920s as 

an economical means of spanning a navigable channel.  Most nineteenth-century swing bridges were 

trusses but plate girder spans became more popular in the twentieth century.  The plate girder design 

was the most common movable swing span type in Louisiana through 1970.17  Because they require 

more complicated machinery than vertical lift and bascule types, swing bridges eventually fell out of favor 

in Louisiana and nationally.  

 

In a swing bridge, the span rotates on a central pier 90 degrees until it is parallel to the navigation 

channel.  When open, this central pier supports the entire load of the span.  Generally, electricity is used 

to power the machinery to swing the main span.  A major limitation of the swing span bridge is the pivot 

pier, which remains an obstacle in the center of the waterway.  While the swing span creates an open 

                                                      
12 “Proposed Bridges Wins U.S. Approval,” The New Orleans Times-Picayune, October 1, 1935. 

13 Louisiana Highway Commission, “Plan and Profile of Proposed State Highway: Bayou Lacombe Bridge and 

Approaches, State Route No. 34, Covington-Slidell Pear River Hwy, St. Tammany Parish, Federal Aid Project No. 76 

C, D, and E Reopened, State Project 6111”; Louisiana Highway Commission, “Standard Plan S-S-48-15, 130’-0‘ 

Swing Span, 6-and-1/2’ Conf. Floor, Electrically Operated, 24’-0‘ Roadway, 2-3’-0’ Sidewalks, 45’-0" Clear Channel”; 

“Bayou Lacombe Bridge Plans Given Approval,” The Baton Route Morning Advocate, December 8, 1936. 

14 “Open Bids on Bridge for Bayou Lacombe,” The New Orleans Times-Picayune, November 26, 1936; Louisiana 

Highway Commission, Ninth Biennial Report of the Louisiana Highway Commission (Baton Rouge, La.: Louisiana 

Highway Commission, 1937), 34. 

15 “Ask Bids for Paving of Arline Highway,” The New Orleans Times-Picayune, December 25, 1936; Mead & 

Hunt, Inc., Historic Context for Louisiana Bridges (prepared for the Louisiana Department of Transportation and 

Development, December 2013), 106. 

16 Louisiana Highway Commission, Tenth Biennial Report of the Louisiana Highway Commission, 50–51, 68. 

17 Of the 74 extant swing bridges, 40 are plate girder swing spans.  Mead & Hunt, Inc., Historic Context for 

Louisiana Bridges, 75; Mead & Hunt, Inc., National Register Eligibility Determination Report, Pre-1971 Louisiana 

Highway Bridges. 
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navigational channel, the channel width is limited to one side of the pivot pier or the other.  The span also 

requires a large swinging radius, based on the length of the swing span.   

 

In addition to the span type, another structural distinction among swing bridges is found in the turning 

mechanism.  The center-bearing turning mechanism rotates the movable span on a single pivot point on 

the center pier.  The rim-bearing mechanism carries the dead load on a circular drum, which rides on a 

series of rollers in a circular track around the outside of the center pier.  The center-bearing turning 

mechanism is more common, and is the type used for the Bayou Lacombe Bridge.18   

 

Due to the requirements needed for Bayou Lacombe to remain a navigable waterway, a movable bridge 

was chosen for this site.  Because of the large number of navigable waterways requiring movable bridge 

spans, the LHC designed a number of standard plans for movable bridges, beginning in 1924 and 

continuing through the 1960s.  These designs were continually revised by the LHC.  The Bayou Lacombe 

Bridge uses one of the standard plans for its plate girder swing span.  The Bayou Lacombe Bridge also 

utilized standard plans for the reinforced-concrete, deck-girder approach spans (though two spans were 

custom designs for this bridge), the reinforced-concrete slabs that provide a transition between the bridge 

and the highway, and the operator’s house. 

 

 
Part II.  Structural/Design Information 

 

A.  General Statement: 

 

1.  Character: The Bayou Lacombe Bridge is a steel plate girder swing bridge and is a significant 

example of this movable bridge type. 

 

2.  Condition of fabric: Good.  

 

B.  Description: The Bayou Lacombe Bridge is located approximately one-half mile east of Lacombe, 

Louisiana, and carries two lanes of US 190 traffic over Bayou Lacombe in St. Tammany Parish.  The 

bridge was completed in 1938 and is aligned on an east-west axis.  It is a steel plate girder swing span 

bridge with five reinforced-concrete deck girder approach spans.  The Bayou Lacombe channel is aligned 

from northwest to southeast at the bridge’s location.  Bayou Lacombe is tidal at this location.  The bridge 

no longer functions as a swing span.  LADOTD inspection data indicates that the swing span was not 

opened in 2012 or 2013 and the bridge is not currently included on the LADOTD’s list of ferries and 

movable bridges as of October 2016.19 

                                                      
18 Parsons Brinckerhoff and Engineering and Industrial Heritage, A Context for Common Historic Bridge Types 

(prepared for The National Cooperative Highway Research Program, Transportation Research Council, and National 

Research Council, October 2005), 3–115, http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/archive/NotesDocs/25-25(15)_FR.pdf. 

19 “La DOTD: Ferry and Moveable Bridge Status,” Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, 

October 25, 2016, http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/operations/ferrystatus/fmbs_status.aspx?PID=B_STATUS; United 

States Coast Pilot 5: Gulf of Mexico, Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands 2016. 
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The total length of the Bayou Lacombe Bridge is 320'-¾".  The plate girder swing span (span 4) is 133'-3" 

in length and is flanked by three approach spans on the south and two on the north.  The spans are 

numbered 1 through 6, south to north.  The two spans immediately adjacent to the swing span (spans 3 

and 5) are each 38'-3⅜" in length, while the other three spans (spans 1, 2, and 6) are each 36'-9" in 

length.  Concrete approach slabs, 20'-0" in length, are located at both ends of the bridge as transitions to 

the US 190 roadway.  The roadway width at the bridge is 24'-0".  The bridge has raised concrete 

sidewalks that are 3'-0" wide with a 1'-1" concrete railing base cantilevered on triangular concrete 

brackets on both sides of the bridge deck, for a total bridge width of 32'-2". 

 

Main span 

The swing span was designed using LHC Standard Plan S-S-48-15.20  This plan, created in December 

1935, is for a 130'-0" span with a 24'-0" roadway and two 3'-0" sidewalks, providing a 45'-0" clear 

navigation channel, powered by an electric motor.21  As built, the span has a 68'-0" swing radius to create 

a 45'-0" clear channel south of the pivot pier.  The span is comprised of two variable-depth, riveted plate 

girders with a floor system.  The girders are built up with riveted plates and angles added as vertical 

stiffeners.  Plates riveted with angles comprise the top and bottom flanges.  The bottom flanges are 

reinforced with cover plates at the centers.   

 

The swing span rotates on a center-bearing pivot mechanism.  The pivot bearing base is centered on the 

top of the circular concrete pivot-pier cap.  The base holds the spherical thrust bearing disks that support 

the span above.  The upper part of the pivot bearing is centered in a framework of rolled I-beams 

mounted between the plate girders of the swing span.  The framework and plate girders also have four 

balance wheels riding on a circular steel track mounted on the top of the pivot pier to prevent the span 

from tipping out of plane during operation.  

 

Mounted just inboard of the two balance wheels below the plate girders are wedge locks.  The wedge is 

in place when the span is in the closed position and retracted when the span rotates.  The wedge locks 

provide load-bearing capacity and stabilization for the closed span that is carrying traffic.  When the swing 

span is in the closed position, the span ends are fixed in place with another set of wedge locks on piers 1 

and 3 that serve as bearings and provide load-bearing capacity and stability.  Electric motors power the 

turning mechanism and the sets of wedge locks on the pivot pier and the span ends.  Although the bridge 

is no longer operated, the mechanical and electrical systems required for its opening remain in place.   

 

The concrete deck is poured on the tops of the rolled stringers that extend across the floorbeams.  

Diagonal bracing extends between the plate girders, below the floorbeams.  A welded steel ladder, 7'-0" 

                                                      
20 Louisiana Highway Commission, “Plan and Profile of Proposed State Highway: Bayou Lacombe Bridge and 

Approaches, State Route No. 34, Covington-Slidell Pear River Hwy, St. Tammany Parish, Federal Aid Project No. 76 

C, D, and E Reopened, State Project 6111,” General Plan sheet. 

21 Louisiana Highway Commission, “Standard Plan S-S-48-15, 130’-0‘ Swing Span, 6-and-1/2’ Conf. Floor, 

Electrically Operated, 24’-0‘ Roadway, 2-3’-0’ Sidewalks, 45’-0" Clear Channel,” 1. 
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long, is mounted on the side of the swing span just south of pier 2 to provide access from the deck to the 

center pivot pier and the turning mechanism.   

 

Approach spans and operator’s house 

Approach spans 1, 2, and 6 use LHC Standard Plan C-G-38 for a reinforced-concrete deck girder span.  

The remaining spans use a special or custom design.  Each girder span has five integral beams with 

concrete diaphragms.  The concrete approach slabs use LHC Standard Plan C-M-29.   

 

The operator’s house is a freestanding structure separate from the bridge and located on the downstream 

side, adjacent to pier 1.  It is a one-story, rectangular, concrete building with a flat roof, raised on concrete 

piles.  It features a center bay entrance door with a central panel and four fixed window panes.  The door 

is flanked by a six-over-six, double-hung, wood-frame window on each side; identical windows are on the 

rear and side facades.  The operator’s house utilizes LHC Standard Plan CM 16 and features no stylistic 

detailing beyond integrated concrete pilasters on the exterior walls.  The house is connected by a 

concrete platform to the bridge’s east sidewalk.  The operator’s house holds the electrical controls used to 

open and close the swing span. 

 

Railing 

A reinforced-concrete, open-balustrade railing extends the length of the bridge on both sides.  It features 

elongated oval openings, a horizontal cap, and solid endposts.  It is interrupted only by the front wall of 

the operator’s house.  An endpost at the northwest corner of the operator’s house has been damaged 

and has separated from the concrete base.  The railing terminates in concrete-block endposts on both 

sides of the bridge and each is topped with a concrete obelisk.  The obelisks originally held light fixtures.  

The approach guardrail terminates at the endpost.  Each endpost also includes a rectangular concrete 

stepped pilaster, mounted perpendicular to the roadway.  These endposts and pilasters originally 

supported the traffic gates to stop vehicles from entering the bridge when open.  All the original lights and 

gates have been removed.  Each concrete endpost has either the year of construction (1938) or the 

bridge name (Lacombe Bayou) molded into the concrete surface.  This stepped endpost reflects a limited 

Moderne architectural treatment.  The obelisk and endpost have been painted white, while the other 

concrete on the bridge remains uncoated.  Modern light poles have been added to the northwest and 

southeast bridge approaches adjacent to the endposts.  

 

Substructure 

The substructure consists of five bents, two piers, and one pivot pier.  The five bents are based on LHC 

Standard Plan C-S-125.  Bents 1, 2, and 5 have five 14"-square reinforced-concrete piles, each 35'-0" 

long, topped with a concrete cap.  Bents 3 and 4 have five 16" reinforced-concrete piles, each 45'-0" long, 

also topped with a concrete cap.  Piers 1 and 3 each have two square concrete columns joined with a 

concrete web wall, topped with a concrete cap.  These concrete caps have the year of construction 

(1938) formed into the concrete surface.  Each pier has a square footing on 16 untreated timber piles.  

Pier 2, the cylindrical pivot pier, is 35'-0" high (measuring from the average groundline within the riverbed 

to the top of the concrete pivot pier) and has a diameter of 24'-0".  It has a circular footing with 57 

untreated timber piles set out in a grid pattern.   
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Timber fenders extending 91'-9" upstream and downstream from the center of the pivot pier delineate the 

navigable waterway and protect the swing span in the open position.  The last 24'-0" of each end of the 

fenders extends away from the channel at a 45-degree angle.  The fenders are supported by 30 creosote 

timber piles. 

 

C.  Site Information: The Bayou Lacombe Bridge spans Bayou Lacombe in Lacombe, St. Tammany 

Parish, Louisiana.  The bridge is located approximately one-half mile east of Lacombe.  Bayou Lacombe 

begins north of Lacombe at Talisheek, Louisiana, and flows for approximately 20 miles south through St. 

Tammany Parish to Lake Pontchartrain.  At the bridge’s location, Bayou Lacombe is approximately 130’ 

wide and is tidal.  The bayou is lined with thick vegetation and trees.  The entire length of Bayou Lacombe 

is designated as a Louisiana Natural and Scenic Stream.22 

 

 

Part III.  Sources of Information 

 

A.  Primary Sources: 

 

“Ask Bids for Paving of Arline Highway.”  The New Orleans Times-Picayune.  December 25, 1936. 

“Bayou Lacombe Bridge Plans Given Approval.”  The Baton Route Morning Advocate.  December 8, 

1936. 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries: Office of Fisheries, Inland Fisheries Section.  “Waterbody 

Management Plan Series: Bayou Lacombe, Lake History & Management Issues.”  In Louisiana 

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, 2003.  

http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/document/38616-bayou-

lacombe/bayou_lacombe_mp-a_2013.pdf. 

Louisiana Highway Commission.  Eighth Biennial Report of the Louisiana Highway Commission.  Baton 

Rouge, La.: Louisiana Highway Commission, 1936. 

———.  Ninth Biennial Report of the Louisiana Highway Commission.  Baton Rouge, La.: Louisiana 

Highway Commission, 1937. 

———.  “Plan and Profile of Proposed State Highway: Bayou Lacombe Bridge and Approaches, State 

Route No. 34, Covington-Slidell Pear River Hwy, St. Tammany Parish, Federal Aid Project No. 76 

C, D, and E Reopened, State Project 6111,” 1935.  Final tracings, available on microfilm at the 

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, Baton Rouge, La. 

                                                      
22 Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries: Office of Fisheries, Inland Fisheries Section, “Waterbody 

Management Plan Series: Bayou Lacombe, Lake History & Management Issues,” in Louisiana Department of Wildlife 

& Fisheries, 2003, http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/document/38616-bayou-

lacombe/bayou_lacombe_mp-a_2013.pdf. 
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———.  Seventh Biennial Report of the Louisiana Highway Commission.  Baton Rouge, La.: Louisiana 

Highway Commission, 1934. 

———.  Sixth Biennial Report of the Louisiana Highway Commission.  Baton Rouge, La.: Louisiana 

Highway Commission, 1932. 

———.  “Standard Plan S-S-48-15, 130’-0‘ Swing Span, 6-and-1/2’ Conf. Floor, Electrically Operated, 24’-

0‘ Roadway, 2-3’-0’ Sidewalks, 45’-0" Clear Channel,” December 1935.  Available on microfilm at 

the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

———.  Tenth Biennial Report of the Louisiana Highway Commission.  Baton Rouge, La.: Louisiana 

Highway Commission, 1939. 

 “Open Bids on Bridge for Bayou Lacombe.”  The New Orleans Times-Picayune.  November 26, 1936. 

Parsons Brinckerhoff and Engineering and Industrial Heritage.  A Context for Common Historic Bridge 

Types.  Prepared for The National Cooperative Highway Research Program, Transportation 

Research Council, and National Research Council, October 2005.  

http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/archive/NotesDocs/25-25(15)_FR.pdf. 

“Proposed Bridges Wins U.S. Approval.”  The New Orleans Times-Picayune.  October 1, 1935. 

United States Coast Pilot 5: Gulf of Mexico, Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands 2016.  Washington, D.C.: U.S. 

Department of Commerce, 2016.  

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/coastpilot/files/cp5/CPB5_E44_20161104_1808_WEB.pdf. 

 

B.  Secondary Sources: 

 

Bridge Inspection Report.  Recall No. 058930, October 23, 2013.  Available in Bridge Maintenance and 

Inspection Division, Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, Baton Rouge, La. 

Mead & Hunt, Inc.  Historic Context for Louisiana Bridges.  Prepared for the Louisiana Department of 

Transportation and Development, December 2013. 

———.  National Register Eligibility Determination Report, Pre-1971 Louisiana Highway Bridges.  

Prepared for the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, September 2013. 
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Dietrich G. Floeter, photographer, February and March 2016 
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LA-36-1   East elevation of bridge, timber fender in foreground, from east 

 

LA-36-2   West elevation, from northwest 

 

LA-36-3   Deck view, from northeast 

 

LA-36-4   Deck view, from southwest  

 

LA-36-5   Area view, from northeast 

 

LA-36-6   View from bridge upstream, timber fender in foreground, from east 

 

LA-36-7  View from bridge downstream, from northwest 

 

LA-36-8 Detail of deck, from southwest 

 

LA-36-9   Area view of bridge, from southwest  

 

LA-36-10   Detail view of operator’s house exterior, from west 

 

LA-36-11  Detail view of operator’s house exterior showing support pilings, from southwest 

 

LA-36-12    Detail view of underside and center pier showing balance wheels, from northeast 

 

LA-36-13 Detail view of live load support wedge at north abutment, from south 

 

LA-36-14 Detail view of arced joint between approach and movable span, from northwest 
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LA-36-15 Detail view of southwest abutment, from southeast 

 

LA-36-16 Detail view of northeast abutment, from south 

 

LA-36-17 Detail view of south end concrete decoration, from south 

 

LA-36-18 East elevation with 8-foot scale device, from east 
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